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In a critical analysis process, an individual is allowed to consider a subject or a viewpoint in an open-minded way. In this process, the analyzer puts aside all ethnocentric, egocentric, politio-centric, religio-centric, and socio-centric thinking. In turn, the analyzer actively analyzes, applies, conceptualizes, evaluates, and synthesizes the information presented. Logic is an aspect that is used by the analyzer to arrive at the best possible conclusion at that particular point in time. In doing this, the analyzer remains as skeptical as possible, and questions not only their own thinking but also everyone else's and everything. In this semester, I learned about writing a critical analysis essay and executed the same in writing such an essay. I realized that such an analysis has a number of underlying principles, and is helpful in classwork, and also the future. With this in mind, this is a reflection essay about the principles of analysis and how they will be useful to me in the future.
I learned that in critical analysis, thoroughness is an underlying aspect that has to be considered while doing research on a particular idea or subject. This is achieved through critical thinking, which leads to critical analysis. The thinking usually places ourselves at the core of the problem, or the main argument presented or resides us on the periphery, where we can make observations, ideas, themes, or main purpose. To that, we include our thought, imagination, and decision based on viable evidence or presentation of facts that may be for or against the argument in consideration. With this in mind, I would ensure that I see an argument from different sides, gather enough relevant information, study-related materials and examples concerning the subject or aspect of consideration, and ask myself relevant questions thereof. By doing so, I would have given the subject a critical thought, and hence, a critical analysis will follow.
Also, it came to my knowledge that analysis requires the analyzer to be skillful enough to understand that the current thinking he or she presents might be faulty and that any of their assumptions ought to be tested. This testing, to ensure effectiveness and unbiased outcome, should be carried out openly, willingly, and without sensitivity to personal preferences. With the need to get the truth about a particular idea or subject, an open mind will ensure that the analyzer considers a possibility of the other viewpoints about the argument. The understanding helps the analyzer to realize that it is logical and necessary to modify one's line of thought should there be sufficient evidence obtained showing that initial thoughts, ideas, positions and or the subject as a whole were faulty. As such, I can deduce that there might exist alternatives towards a common goal, and one varied side may argue differently about a particular issue at hand. Care should be taken by any of the sides of the argument to ensure that the final judgment made by each side, whether considered right or wrong, remains ethically sound.
Continuingly, analysis requires an ability to cut the whole into parts, and carry out a comparison and contrast of them and then a breakdown of information. In so doing, I learned that I should not introduce my ideas by statements such as "I think" or "in my opinion," rather, I should emphasize or focus on my subject of analysis and not myself. This is because the identification of my opinions weakens them. Also, the work is introduced, and the assumption that the reader understands or knows what I am writing about should be done away with. Besides, the questions of whether there exists a controversy on the subject, whether the subject is of current interest, the overall value of the subject, and the strengths and weaknesses of the subject help in a clear outlay of what analysis is all about. After making sure that these questions are handled, the thesis statement of the critical analysis should be supported with comprehensive evidence from the source under examination. 
Notably, analysis is not made to just information about the subject matter, but as well to make an evaluation of the worth, excellence, truth, distinction, validity, utility, goodness, and beauty of something. That brought to me the realization that a critique of something can either be positive or negative, contrary to the prior general fallacy or assumption that this critiquing usually focuses on the negative, the weaknesses, or the insufficiency status of the subject under analysis. To achieve an informed analysis, I knew I have to: ascertain the purpose or thesis of the author, identify main ideas, research to understand what I don't, describe the work, summarize the work, verify the purpose of the work, and evaluate the work based on how accomplished the purpose is. After that, I should comment on the material organization of the work, determine the audience, writer's assumptions concerning the audience, and examination of language and imagery in work. That would, according to what I have learned, be a sound analysis, which follows all the principles.
As far as usefulness is concerned, the understanding of the principles of analysis and the ability to carry out such will help me not only in my class but also in the future. In my future employment or an organization of my own, this skill will help me in making business decisions. Such decisions will include the prediction of customer behavior, profitability increase, and factually driving the business organization rather than relying on baseless fallacies that may see the organization down. The analysis will enable me in the study of my products and markets to know the target customers, cut costs and increase revenues, realize the newest innovations and technologies, and identify and solve any business problems that will face the organization. Also, the analysis will make me apt to evaluating investors and investments. Apart from the business arena, the study may help me in education whether to teach students, or further my knowledge into higher levels of my career that need research, writing of proposals, and research reports.
In conclusion, I have explored the principles of analysis and how they are going to be useful to me in the future. The discussion has touched on the fundamental understanding and skill that the analyzer should have, coupled with the modalities they should adopt to do a proper analysis. As such, I have covered these in my previous assignments and classwork, and I am well acquainted with them. Therefore, these analysis principles will help me in my employment or own business in making thriving critical decisions. In the field of education, they will help me in organizing myself in furthering my career or teaching others. My research skills have and will continue improving as an added advantage.
